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RED DOT IRREAL
By Jason Erik Lundberg

". . . Lundberg explores the randomness of magical occurrences 
and how a life without magic can be just as deadening as it is safe."  
" " " " "            —The Green Man Review

Math Paper Press is thrilled to release Red Dot Irreal, the debut story collection of American 
writer Jason Erik Lundberg. Originally published as a trade paperback in October 2011, and 
launched at the Singapore Writers Festival, Red Dot Irreal explores the strange and unexplainable 
within the pragmatic landscape of Singapore. Within its pages, you'll meet pirates and shamans, 
wise fish and mystical storytellers, living monuments and paper animals, time travelers and civet 
cats, stone taxi drivers, floating dental patients, and a sentient bird park.

In "Bogeymen," a young ship's scrivener from mid-1800's England encounters piracy on the high 
seas, loses his legs below the knees, and meets a female Malayan witch doctor who will be his 
salvation. In "Ikan Berbudi (Wise Fish)," a talking fish tells its owner, an Indian woman who 
runs a fish head curry stall in modern-day Singapore, that it will die, and she is forced to ques-
tion her relationship both toward it and her two sons. In "Hero Worship," a fictional version of 
the author meets Neil Gaiman at the 2009 Singapore Writers Festival, and both writers share a 
magical moment in time. In "Lion City Daikaiju," Singapore's iconic monuments come to life 
and destroy all the materialistic excesses of the city's public image, Godzilla-style. In "Dragging 
the Frame," a young university lecturer encounters a future version of his unborn (and uncon-
ceived) daughter, who comes back in time at several key moments in order to ensure he doesn't 
make the same mistakes, with mixed results.

In "Kopi Luwak" an asthmatic business owner travels from the US to Bali for a cure to his lung 
disease, and discovers that the price for such relief may be too much to bear. In "Paper Cow," a 
serial killer makes origami animals out of photographs of his young victims, and one night the 
paper animals come to life to avenge the dead. In "Taxi Ride," a young teacher is taken on a sur-
real voyage on the way to school. In "Coast," a levitating man falls asleep during a dental clean-
ing, and has a perplexing dream about Sir Stamford Raffles and the geography of Singapore. And 
in "In Jurong," an amnesiac wakes up in a bird park that has taken over much of Southeast Asia, 
and must go on a picturesque journey to find out who he is and why he is in a place that feels 
more and more like a prison.



Jason Erik Lundberg is an American expatriate now living in Singapore, and the author of 
The Time Traveler's Son (2008), Four Seasons in One Day (2003, with Janet Chui), and over 80 arti-
cles, short stories, and book reviews. He is also the co-editor of A Field Guide to Surreal Botany 
(2008) and Scattered, Covered, Smothered (2004). His writing has appeared in venues such as Quar-
terly Literary Review Singapore, the Raleigh News & Observer, Qarrtsiluni, Sybil's Garage, Strange 
Horizons, Subterranean Magazine, The Third Alternative and Electric Velocipede. 

Lundberg's fiction has been nominated for the SLF Fountain Award, shortlisted for the Brenda 
L. Smart Award for Short Fiction, and honorably mentioned (twice) in The Year's Best Fantasy and 
Horror. With his wife, artist-writer Janet Chui, he runs Two Cranes Press, a critically-acclaimed 
independent publishing atelier. He is a graduate of the Clarion Writers' Workshop and holds a 
degree in creative writing from North Carolina State University.
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Advance Praise for Red Dot Irreal:

"Stories exotic, spicy, and redolent as a four-star curry. A fine meal for the mind awaits you in 
Lundberg's collection."

—Jonathan Carroll, author of Outside the Dog Museum

"Lundberg's writing is that of an Old Soul who views the world through Young Eyes; his work is 
jamais vu of the highest order: these stories are memories encountered for the first time, but 

never to be forgotten once they've been experienced."
—James A. Owen, author and illustrator of Here, There Be Dragons

"Red Dot Irreal is a box made of the finest equatorial wood, containing a collection of genuine 
gems of the early 21st century noble art of fantastika."

—Zoran Živković, author of The Last Book

"Red Dot Irreal teems with imagination, location, originality, and fine writing."
—Jeffrey Ford, author of The Empire of Ice Cream
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